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AP Human Geography Syllabus
 
Email: shawna_dochnahl@jusd.k12.ca.us

Mrs. Dochnahl 
Class website: http://dochnahl.weebly.com
Class Discussion Board: http://www.edmodo.com 

  Phone: (951) 361-6500 ext. 2103

Course Objectives
AP Human Geography is designed to introduce students to the systematic study of patterns and processes having shaped human understanding, human use, and human alteration of the Earth’s surface. Students will learn about and employ the methods of geographers. These include observation, mapmaking, data gathering and reporting, and technical writing. Students will also learn how to employ spatial concepts, geographic vocabulary, and landscape interpretation to a variety of locations and situations around the globe as well as in local areas. Overall, students will develop a geographic perspective in their manner of thinking with which to view the landscape of the world and better understand current events.
Course Overview
Among the main topics of study this course focuses on the distribution, processes, and effects of human populations on the planet. Official units of study include basic geographic concepts, population & health, migration, fold & popular culture, languages, religions, ethnicities, political geography, development, food & agriculture, industry & manufacturing, services & settlements, and urban patterns with a focus on geographic models and their applications. Mastery of these unit concepts allow students to utilize geographic processes to systematically study and understand spatial patterns evident in the world in which we live.
Course Texts
· The Cultural Landscape: An Introduction to Human Geography, Rubenstein, James M., 11th A.P. Edition. Upper Saddle River, N.J.: Prentice Hall, 2014.
· Optional supplemental text: Kaplan AP Human Geography 2014, ISBN-10: 1618652486 | ISBN-13: 978-1618652485.

Grade Scale
100-90%=A

89-80%=B

79-70%=C

69-60%=D

59-0%=F

All in-class assignments, online assignments, homework, projects, and assessments count for your grade. Therefore you will be successful by having great attendance, doing the work when it is assigned, and making up work when you are absent. 
I use Zangle for my grades, which is accessible by parents. Please call the front office or go to the district website to set up your Zangle account to access your child’s attendance and grades online.

Homework
Homework will be assigned every week. Most often this will consist of a Reading Guide assigned at the beginning of each chapter/unit and due throughout the unit. Students will also be required to respond weekly to a topic posted by the teacher on the class discussion board. There will also be times where unfinished work from class will be assigned or additional assignments from the unit will be given.
Absences
If a student is absent (excused or unexcused) they are still required to make up the work missed. When absent, it is the student’s responsibility to get the work from the absent folder or class website and complete the work in the time allotted. If a student has an excused absence one day, they have one day to make up the absent work without penalty and so on up to five days. If a student is absent five days or more, they have a maximum of five days to make up the missing work without penalty.

I will accept late work up to five days after the due date. Each day the assignment is late, 10% will be deducted. For instance, if an assignment is turned in one day late the maximum points that assignment will get is 90%. If the assignment is five days late, it will only be worth 50% of the points. I will not accept late work after 5 days of being late. Additionally, students may only make up a test or quiz if they have an excused absence on the day of their return.
Academic Integrity
Activities that have the effect or intention of interfering with education, pursuit of knowledge, or fair evaluation of a student’s performance are prohibited. Examples of such activities include but are not limited to the following definitions: Cheating: using or attempting to use unauthorized assistance, material, or study aids in examinations or 
other academic work or aiding another in doing so. Plagiarism: using the ideas, data, or language of another without specific or proper acknowledgment. The first time a student cheats or plagiarizes an assignment or helps another student to do so, they will receive a referral as well as negative points for the assignment. The second time, the student will receive negative points, a referral, and parent conference. The third time a student cheats, they will fail the course.
Online Conduct

Any abuse on the classroom website or discussion board will result in removal from the site, thereby preventing the student from earning points from this and all future class internet activities. Abuse includes but is not limited to profanity, pornographic language, the posting of inappropriate pictures, and/or the taunting/teasing of any other student online.
Required Materials
paper
3 ring binder (minimum 2”)
writing utensils

highlighters
colored pencils, markers, and/or crayons
Mrs. Dochnahl’s Behavior Contract

Basic Rules & Regulations
1. RESPECT: All students will respect their teacher, their fellow classmates, and themselves. This entails remaining in your seat at all times, raising your hand if you have a question, adhering to the dress code, and respecting the property and learning environment of the school and your fellow classmates.

2. PREPARATION: All students will come to class prepared to learn. This entails bringing all required materials to class. Students must also come prepared to participate in all classroom activities, such as discussions, cooperative activities, and oral presentations. Additionally, preparation entails coming to class with completed homework assignments or readings.

3. ATTENDANCE: All students will attend class everyday and participate in all activities during the class period. Students who have excused absences will be responsible for finding out about missing assignments and turning them in the day after they return to school or on the day the instructor has agreed to in advance.

4. TARDINESS: All students who have an unexcused tardy will lose points off their participation grade as well as school consequences.

5. VULGAR LANGUAGE: All students are to refrain from using vulgar language in the classroom.

6. DISMISSAL: All students will remain in their seats until the instructor, not the bell, releases the class.

7. ACADEMIC INTEGRITY:  Activities, that have the effect or intention of interfering with education, pursuit of knowledge, or fair evaluation of a student’s performance are prohibited. Examples of such activities include but are not limited to the following definitions: Cheating: using or attempting to use unauthorized assistance, material, or study aids in examinations or other academic work or aiding another in doing so. Plagiarism: using the ideas, data, or language of another without specific or proper acknowledgment. If a student cheats or plagiarizes an assignment or helps another student to do so, they will receive a referral as well as a 0 for the assignment. 
8. SCHOOL RULES: All school rules including but not limited to dress code and electronic devices will be adhered to.

CONSEQUENCES FOR OFFENCES OF RULES AND REGULATIONS




FIRST OFFENSE: Verbal Warning




SECOND OFFENSE: Teacher-Student Conference




THIRD OFFENSE: Parent Contact




FOURTH OFFENSE: Referral

FIFTH OFFENSE: Parent-Teacher Conference

Note: Mrs. Dochnahl may skip consequences depending on the severity of student behavior.

Please sign your name below, acknowledging that you read and agree to Mrs. Dochnahl’s requirements and expectations as outlined in the Syllabus and Behavior Contract.

Student’s Name: __________________________________________________________________

Period: _____________

Student’s Signature: _______________________________________________________________

Guardian’s Signature: _____________________________________________________________

Please fill in your most current contact information, in case I need to get in touch with you. I would like your email address, as I will send you an email of your child’s grades periodically and updates about the class. 

Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions about your child’s progress or this class throughout the year. The best way to contact me is through email (written on the classroom syllabus or on the Patriot website). Also, check on the classroom website (listed on the classroom syllabus or on the school website) to access assignments, grades, due dates, PowerPoints, etc.
Guardian’s Name(s): ______________________________________________________________

Home Number: ________________________________________

Cell Phone Number: ____________________________________

Guardian Email Address: ________________________________________________________________

The best way to contact me is through: ____________________________________
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